
 

 

 

 

Dear parents,  

Firstly, a very Happy New Year to you all. We hope you all managed to have a nice winter break despite the 

ongoing Covid-19 issues. We really enjoyed the build up to Christmas at school and although things were a 

bit different it was magical to hear all the children singing again and to enjoy the fun of Christmas jumper 

day, Christmas lunch and the Christingle.  

We are ready and excited to start 2022 and we are going to hit the ground running with our new spring units. 

Before half term we will be studying a new geography, unit based all around volcanoes and the impact that 

they have focusing particularly on South America. After half term, we will be returning to history where we 

are going to be looking at an overview of four of the ‘earliest civilisations. These will include: Ancient Egypt, 

Ancient Sumer, The Indus Valley and The Shang Dynasty of Ancient China. We will be comparing their 

achievements, inventions and ways of life to develop our knowledge of history in the ancient world.  

We are also really excited about our new science unit which is all about Earth and Space. If you would like to 

know more about what we will be learning in school this term we now have our Curriculum Maps on the 

school website.   

https://beechwoodjuniorschool.co.uk/curriculum-maps/  

A change this term is that we are also going to be doing two PE lessons a week (one indoor and one outdoor). 

Year 5’s Indoor PE will be on a Monday and Outdoor PE will on a Wednesday (please ensure your children 

dress for the cold). On both of these days, please send your child to school in their school PE kit.  

5O will be swimming every Wednesday starting from 12.1.21 until 16.2.21. They will need to wear their 

school uniform into school instead of their PE kit on Wednesdays and must bring in a packed lunch and have 

their swimming kit in a bag ready to take with them.  

Due to the number of cancellations last half term, the dates for visiting the Outdoor Learning zone have 

changed. We want to ensure each class receives the same amount of time at the Outdoor Learning zone as 

it is incredibly beneficial for the children. Miss Robertson and your child’s class teacher will keep in contact 

to let you know what your child will need to bring with them and if these dates change further. The proposed 

dates for each class are as follows: 

5E: 
January 6th, 13th and 20th 
February 3rd, 17th  
March 10th 
 
5D: 
March 17th and 24th 
April 7th, 28th 
May 5th, 19th 
June 16th  
 
5O: 
June 23rd and 30th 

 

https://beechwoodjuniorschool.co.uk/curriculum-maps/


We are starting our new Behaviour Policy and we are really excited to start supporting children to earn the 

Beechwood Stickers and house points. We know how important being the winning house is to everyone 

(including staff) each week. As well as this, we are still using Marvellous Me and we will be sending home 

activities letting you know what we have been doing.  

With regards to what you can do at home, we are really pushing Maths Sheriff and supporting the children 

to earn those badges as this will really help with their mental arithmetic skills and build their confidence. We 

are also continuing with our Reading Rangers scheme and the children need to read their book to an adult 3 

times a week for 10 minutes to be a green reader. Below is the topic home work for this term. We cannot 

wait to see what exciting projects the children produce from it. We do not mind how this work is presented- 

it can be a presentation, a letter, a recorded video, sculpture, model or a piece of artwork.  

If you have any questions please contact your child’s class teacher and thank you for your ongoing support. 

Best wishes, 

Loren Ockelford 

Year 5 Leader 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 5 Spring 1 Topic Homework – Due in Monday 7th February 

Geography – Volcano investigation! 

You could research: 

 Different volcanoes around the world. 

 Underwater volcanoes 

 What causes volcanoes to erupt or lay 

dormant. 

 How volcanoes are formed. 

 The impact of a volcano on a particular 

country – what are the benefits? 

 Famous volcano eruptions across the world. 

 

 

Year 5 Spring 2 Topic Homework – Due in Monday 21st March 

Science – Earth and Space investigation 

 You could research: 

 How the Earth has changed over time. 

 How the planets move around the Earth. 

 Why the moon appears differently to us on 

Earth throughout the month. 

 Facts about your favourite planet. 

 Information about space itself. 

 Why Earth is able to support life and other 

planets are not (that we know of!) 

 How stars are formed. 

 What causes the Earth to rotate? 

 The impact of gravity on Earth and other planets. 

You could even make a model of our solar system. 


